THESTHC

The 5th C is often mentioned today and
generally stands for Certification.

It can also be taken to meaning the
Confidence instilled through the use of
Certification.

P

CERTIFICATION

In today’s Diamond market where everything, from Natural to Synthetic, Simulated, Colour or
Clarity Enhanced and more recently Conflict Diamonds, is likely to be encountered,
Certificates issued by qualified Diamond Grading Laboratories or other recognised bodies
can provide peace of mind both for the Consumer and for the Retailer.

Certificates or Reports, as they are also referred to, are issued with Diamonds for the purpose
of assuring either their Quality or their Origin.

DIAMOND GRADING CERTIFICATES

A Diamond Grading Certificate or Report is a certified document issued by one of a number of
recognized Diamond Grading Laboratories.

Diamond Grading Laboratories such as those of the GIA, AGS, HRD, IGl, EGL and others, use
the latest technology to assess the nature, quality and condition of a finished, polished
Diamond. Most certificates generally include an analysis of each of the 4 C’s, together with a
clarity diagram or ’plot’ showing the position of any flaws or imperfections. Some laboratories
also provide an analysis of the Light Performance as well as a laser inscription of the number
of the certificate or report on the girdle of the Diamond for identification purposes.

CONFLICT DIAMONDS

Conflict Diamonds are diamonds which are illegally traded to fund conflict in war-torn areas,

particularly in central and western Africa. These diamonds are sometimes referred to as
‘blood diamonds’. In order to assure that Diamonds are ‘Conflict-Free’ two principal types of
certificate are being employed.

CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN

In this case Individual Diamonds are tracked and audited from rough through to the finished
polished stage. Each Diamond is then supplied with an accompanying certificate stating the
country in which it has been Mined, Cut and Polished. Typically the Diamond will have a
corresponding serial number Laser Inscribed on its Girdle.

KIMBERLEY PROCESS CERTIFICATES

The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme ( KPCS ) is a voluntary system established in
2002, which imposes extensive regulatory requirements on its participants in order to certify
that shipments of rough diamonds are conflict free. The scheme, which is rigidly monitored,
effectively prevents all KPCS participants from any form of trade in rough diamonds with any
non-participating country. There are currently around 70 participating countries involved in
the scheme, including Israel, the United States and members of the European Community.




THE DIAMOND GRADING CERTIFICATE

Grading certificates may vary somewhat from laboratory to laboratory, depending on the
classification system, the presentation and the terminology used. However, most laboratories
base their assessments on the same set of parameters and follow the same set of rules. The
following is a list of the information contained in a typical Diamond Grading Certificate.

DATE

CERTIFICATE NUMBER
DESCRIPTION

SHAPE & CUT

WEIGHT

MEASUREMENTS

CLARITY GRADE

COLOUR GRADE
FLUORESCENCE
PROPORTIONS :

HEIGHT / DEPTH

TABLE

GIRDLE

CULET
FINISH :
POLISH

SYMMETRY

COMMENTS
LASER INSCRIPTION

LIGHT PERFORMANCE

Date of Issue

Registered, recorded number

Nature ( Natural, Synthetic, Treated or otherwise )
Description of the Shape and Cut Style or Facet Design
Weight in Carats to the nearest 1/100 Carat.

( Round ) Minimum - Maximum Diameter x Depth in Millimetres
( Fancy ) Length x Width x Depth in Millimetres

Clarity Grading ( with reference to Clarity Grading Scale used -
usually with an accompanying Diagram or ‘plot’ ).

Colour Grading ( with reference to Colour Grading Scale used )
The strength and colour of any Fiuorescence under LW UV Light
( Sometimes recorded as an overall Grade )

Crown Height, Pavilion Depth and Total Depth, given as a
percentage of the Average Diameter or Width.

Width of Table, as a percentage of the Av. Diameter or Width

Thickness of Girdle, relative to the size of the Diamond and its
condition ( Frosted, Polished or Faceted )

Size of Culet Facet ( if any ) relative to the size of the Diamond
( Sometimes recorded as an overall Grade )
Perfection of the surface finish ( recorded as a Grade )

Uniformity of the overall shape together with the precision of
the shape and alignment of the facets ( recorded as a Grade )

Any additional characteristics or other relevant information
Detail of any Laser Inscribed Brand Name, Logo or Number etc.

( Light Performance Image or Analysis sometimes provided )

SAMPLE CERTIFICATES

DIAMOND GRADING CERTIFICATE
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